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A  MISSIONARY'S  RESPONSIBILITY 


Alvin  R.  Dyer,  appointed  at  the  last  conference  of  the  Church  to  be 
a  new  member  of  the  First  Presidency  of  our  Church,  has  said  this  about 
missionary  work: 

"Success  will  come  to  the  missionary  as  he  submerges  his  own  desire 
for  personal  expansion,  to  that  of  being  the  servant  of  God.  This  is  God's 
work,  it  is  not  ours,  and  therefore  we  must  perform  our  labours  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  Him.  Paul's  words  express  the  reality  of  this:  "He 
that  would  be  the  greatest  among  you,  let  him  be  the  least."  (Still  it  was 
the  apostle  Paul  who  exclaimed,)  "Seek  to  excel  that  righteousness  may 
abound." 

"The  greatest  need  of  the  mission  fields  of  the  Church  today,  in  this 
most  important  period  of  expansion,  is  that  type  of  missionary  who  first 
and  foremost  has  a  strong  desire  in  his  heart  to  extend  an,  understanding 
of  the  gospel  unto  others,  born  of  a  universal  love  and  sympathy  for  man- 
kind, who  feels  the  inspiration  of  being  guided  by  the  Spirit  and  who  by 
virtue  of  his  own  thinking  and  living  is  entitled  to  the  Holy  Ghost  as  his 
companion  so  that  as  he  confronts  people  with  his  message,  he  will  possess 
the  power  of  conviction  guided  by  the  Spirit,  needed  to  awaken  interest 
in  the  hearts  of  good  people." 

Since  President  David  O.  McKay  has  told  us  that  everyone  of  us  is  a 
missionary,  the  above  words  of  Elder  Dyer  have  great  importance  in  our 
lives. 

What  a  blessing  it  would  be  to  us  and  to  the  good  people  of  South 
Africa  if  each  of  us  had  this  strong  desire  in  our  hearts  —  such  a  strong 
desire  to  extend  our  understanding  of  the  Gospel  to  others  that  we  would 
never  miss  an  opportunity  to  testify  to  others  that  God  has  spoken  from 
Heaven  in  our  day  and  that  he  asks  all  people  to  repent  and  join  them- 
selves to  His  Church.  This  is  our  great  responsibility  —  this  is  the  greatest 
blessing  God  has  in  store  for  each  of  His  children.  Are  you  and  I  doing 
all  we  can  to  extend  to  our  fellow-men  an  understanding  of  the  true  gospel? 

This  commission  was  given,  to  the  Elders  of  the  Church  through  the 
Prophet  to  whom  God  and  His  Son  appeared  and  restored  to  earth  the 
power  to  act  in  the  name  of  God: 

"It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Elder  to  stand  up  boldly  for  the  cause 
of  Christ,  and  warn  the  people  with  one  accord  to  repent  and  be  baptized 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  for  the  Holy  Ghost,  always  commanding 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and  in  the  Spirit  of  Meekness."  DHC — Vol. 
2,  P262. 
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As  Latter-day  Saints,  we  are  the  most  blessed  of  all  the  children  of 
God  on  earth  today.  We  know  the  truth.  God  bless  us  that  we  may  open 
our  mouths  and  proclaim  it.  Let  us  be  less  concerned  with  the  fear  of 
people  and  their  views.  Let  us  be  more  concerned  with  the  favour  of  God 
and  His  continued  blessings. 

With  love  to  each  of  you, 
President  and  Sister  Badger. 


Two  New  Temples  to  aid  Utah 

The  architect's  drawings  of  two  new  temples  to  be  built  in  Utah  were 
approved  this  past  week  by  the  First  Presidency  of  the  Church.  Also  ap- 
proved and  released  for  publication  were  the  plot  plans  of  the  areas  where 
the  temples  will  be  built. 

The  two  temples,  similar  in  design,  will  be  built  in  Ogden  and  Provo 
with  completion  set  for  some  time  in  1970.  It  will  take  about  a  year  to 
complete  detailed  drawings,  specifications  and  other  work  before  the  con- 
struction can  be  let  out  on,  bid  to  contractors. 

The  planning  of  the  two  temples  is  the  work  of  Church  Architect 
Emil  B.  Fetzer. 

The  plans  this  week  were  presented  to  the  First  Presidency  under 
direction  of  Mark  B.  Garff,  chairman,  and  Fred  A.  Barker,  vice-chairman, 
of  the  Church  Building  Committee. 

The  architect's  rendering  and  plot  plans  received  the  approval  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  earlier,  and  then  stake  presidencies  in  the  Provo 
and  Ogden  areas  were  shown  the  plans,  and  they  were  accepted  by  stake 
leaders  concerned. 

Design  and  floor  plans  show  a  new  and  modern  concept  of  temple 
construction.  Plans  provide  for  a  basement  and  three  floors  above  ground. 
The  ground  floor  will  be  a  square  stylobate  providing  a  base  for  the  two 
upper  stories,  the  exterior  of  which  will  be  modified  oval  in  shape. 

The  exterior  of  each  temple  will  be  of  white  cast  stone,  gold-anodized 
aluminium  grilles  and  bronze  glass  panels. 

A  spire,  finished  in  gold-anodized  aluminium,  will  rise  from  the  build- 
ing to  an  approximate  185  feet. 

Decision  to  build  the  two  new  temples  were  announced  in  August  of 
1967  at  meetings  held  with  53  stake  presidencies  in  Ogden  and  Provo 
where  the  announcements  were  received  enthusiastically. 

At  that  time,  28  presidencies  from  the  Provo  area  pledged  full  co- 
operation in  the  plans  for  a  temple  in  that  city,  and  a  similar  group  of 
25  presidencies  from  the  Ogden  area  were  equally  as  enthusiastic. 

In  each  of  those  meetings  a  special  committee  of  stake  presidents 
was  appointed  to  work  with  the  Building  Committee  in  a  selection  of 
sites  to  recommend  to  the  First  Presidency. 

Several  probable  sites  in  both  Provo  and  Ogden  were  discussed  at 
the  meetings. 

Several  weeks  later,  President  David  O.  McKay  announced  the  sites 
for  the  temples  after  considering  the  proposals  from  the  stake  presidencies. 

Ogdens  new  temple  will  be  built  on  historical  Tabernacle  Square  in 
the  downtown  part  of  Utah's  second  largest  city. 

The  temple  for  Provo  will  be  constructed  on  the  northeast  bench  of 
that  city  overlooking  Provo  and  the  beautiful  Brigham  Young  University 
campus. 

Mr.  Garff  said  that  a  year  will  be  needed  to  complete  the  detail  draw- 
ings and  specifications  before  bids  can  be  obained.  Construction  on  each 
temple  will  begin  in  the  spring  or  early  summer  of  next  year,  with  con- 
struction completion  set  for  a  year  later. 
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Plot  designs  for  the  Ogden  temple  include  the  old  pioneer  tabernacle, 
presently  used  as  a  genealogical  library.  The  buildings  on  Grant  Avenue, 
including  the  Third  Ward  Chapel  and  a  Relief  Society  building  will  Se 
torn  down  to  make  room  for  ample  parking. 

The  historic  Miles  Goodyear  cabin  will  be  preserved  and  moved 
to  another  location. 

The  entire  square  will  be  enclosed  with  a  decorative  fence  consisting 
of  wrought  iron  and  cast  stone  panels.  Entrance  to  the  temple  will  be 
from  the  adjacent  parking  area  on  the  west  side  of  the  building. 

The  site  of  the  Provo  temple  will  be  contoured,  landscaped  and  also 
enclosed  by  a  fence  of  wrought  rion  and  cast  stone  panels.  A  large  park- 
ing space  will  be  provided  west  of  the  building,  and  entrance  to  the  temple 
also  will  be  from  the  west. 

The  future  plans  contemplate  construction  of  Visitors'  Centres  on 
both  temple  sites. 

Mr.  Garff  pointed  out  that  in  designing  the  temples,  Mr.  Fetzer  gave 
first  consideration  and  emphasis  to  the  needs  of  the  interior  and  then 
designed  the  exterior  to  enclose  the  areas. 

In  most  designing,  most  monumental  structures  have  been  designed 
with  first  emphasis  on  the  outside  appearance,  with  the  interior  fit  to  the 
outside  design. 

In  an  effort  to  make  the  temples  most  functional,  Mr.  Fetzer  had 
counsel  from  General  Authorities,  temple  presidents  and  officiators, 
Genealogical  Society  officials,  Mr.  Garff  and  members  of  the  Building 
Committee,  as  well  as  other  architects  of  the  Church. 

Mr.  Garff  points  out  that  the  result  is  a  combination  of  utility,  beauty, 
comfort,  convenience  and  efficiency.  At  the  same  time  the  spiritual  at- 
mosphere so  typical  of  temples  of  the  Church  has  been  retained. 

Escaltors  and  elevators,  in  addition  to  the  conventional  stairways,  will 
provide  easy  movement  from  floor  to  floor  for  people  of  all  ages.  Provision 
is  made  for  convenient  unhurried  and  uncrowded  use  of  the  temples  by 
large  numbers  of  patrons  with  a  minimum  of  lost  time  for  waiting  or  other 
delays. 

The  First  Presidency's  proposal  for  the  new  temples  was  made  to 
relieve  pressure  on  the  Salt  Lake,  Logan  and  Manti  Temples,  which  ac- 
count for  the  greater  portion  of  temple  ordinance  work  in,  the  Church. 

It  was  explained  in  the  August  meetings  that  to  enlarge  the  Logan 
and  Manti  Temples  would  cost  between  2,1000.000  and  2.800,000  rand  and 
would  destroy  the  architectural  beauty  of  the  two  buildings. 

The  two  new  temples  will  be  built  at  a  cost  of  about  1.900.000  rand 
each. 

Leaders  of  the  Church  explained  that  while  there  were  other  areas  of 
the  Church  in  need  of  temples,  it  was  felt  at  this  time  that  these  particular 
temples  would  serve  the  most  people  and  was  presently  the  best  proposal. 

Members  of  the  Church  in  the  two  new  temple  districts  will  bear  a 
portion  of  the  construction  costs. 

The  present  Salt  Lake  Temple  District  serves  493,473  Church  members; 
the  Logan  Temple,  159,614,  and  the  Manti  Temple,  93,466. 

When  the  two  new  temples  are  constructed  and  the  temple  districts 
created  the  membership  served  will  be: 

Salt  Lake  Temple,  370,969;  Logal  Temple.  80638;  Manti  Temple  60,771; 
Ogden  Temple,  115,780,  and  Provo  Temple,  115,891. 

The  two  new  temples  will  bring  to  15  the  total  temples  in  use  by  the 
Church  and  will  give  Utah  six  temples. 

Editors  Note:  This  article  was  taken  from  the  Church  News  of  Feb  3,  1968. 
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Why  Did  The  Church  Practise  Plural 
Marriage? 

Plural  marriage  has  been  a  subject  of  wide  and  frequent  comment. 
Members  of  the  Church  unfamiliar  with  its  history,  and  many  non-mem- 
bers, have  set  up  fallacious  reasons  for  the  origin  of  this  system  of 
marriage  among  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

The  most  common  of  these  conjectures  is  that  the  Church,  through 
plural  marriage,  sought  to  provide  husbands  for  its  large  surplus  of  female 
members.  The  implied  assumption  in  this  theory,  that  there  have  been  more 
female  than  male  members  in  the  Church  is  not  supported  by  existing 
evidence.  On  the  contrary,  there  seem  always  to  have  been  more  males 
than  females  in  the  Church.  Families  —  father,  mother,  and  children  — 
have  most  commonly  joined  the  Church.  Of  course,  many  single  women 
have  become  converts,  but  also  many  single  men. 

The  United  States  census  records  from  1850  to  1940  and  all  available 
Church  records,  uniformly  show  a  prepondence  of  males  in  Utah,  and  in 
the  Church.  Indeed,  the  excess  in  Utah  has  usually  been  larger  than  for 
the  whole  United  States  as  would  be  expected  in  a  pioneer  state.  The 
theory  that  plural  marriage  was  a  consequence  of  a  surplus  of  female 
Church  members  fails  from  lack  of  evidence. 

Another  theory  holds  that  plural  marriage  resulted  from  the  licentious- 
ness of  the  Church  leaders.  This  is  refuted  by  the  evidence  at  hand.  The 
founders  and  early  leaders  of  the  Church  were  reared  under  the  strictly 
monogamic  system  of  New  England.  Plural  marriage  seemed  to  them  an 
unholy  and  repellent  practice.  Joseph  Smith  has  told  that  he  hesitated  to 
enter  the  system  until  he  was  warned  of  his  destruction  if  he  did  not  obey 
(Jenson,  Historical  Record  5:222).  Brigham  Young  said  that  he  felt,  when 
the  doctrine  was  revealed  to  him,  that  he  would  rather  die  than  take  plural 
wives  (Life  Story  of  Brigham  Young,  Gates  and  Widtsoe,  p. 242).  Others 
of  the  Church  leaders  to  whom  the  principle  was  first  taught  have  related 
their  feelings  of  resistance  to  the  practice.  Undoubtedly  the  women  felt 
much  the  same  about  the  practice.  However,  numerous  plural  wives  have 
testified  to  the  high  moral  tone  of  their  relationship  with  their  husbands. 
Not  only  was  every  wife  equal  in  property  rights,  but  also  treated  with 
equal  deference,  and  all  children  were  educated  and  recognized  equally. 
The  story  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  fully  available,  when  read  by  honest 
men  and  women,  decries  the  theory  that  plural  marriage  was  a  product  of 
licentiousness  or  sensuality. 

There  is  a  friendlier,  but  equally  untenable  view  relative  to  the  origin 
of  plural  marriage.  It  is  contended  that  on  the  frontier,  where  the  Church 
spent  its  earlier  years,  men  were  often  unlettered,  rough  in  talk  and  walk, 
unattractive  to  refined  women.  Female  converts  to  the  Church,  coming 
into  the  pioneer  wilderness,  dreaded  the  possible  life-long  association  with 
such  men  and  the  rearing  of  their  children  under  the  example  and  in- 
fluence of  an  uncouth  father.  They  would  much  prefer  to  share  a  finer 
type  of  man  with  another  woman.  To  permit  this,  it  is  suggested  that 
plural  marriage  was  instituted.  Their  ready  answer  is  that  the  great  majority 
of  men  who  joined  the  Church  were  superior,  spiritually  inclined  seekers 
after  truth  and  all  the  better  things  of  life.  Only  such  men  would  be  led 
to  investigate  the  restored  gospel  and  to  face  the  sacrifices  that  member- 
ship in  the  Church  would  require.  Under  such  conditions,  since,  as  has 
been  stated,  there  was  no  surplus  of  women  in  Mormon  pioneer  communi- 
ties, there  was  no  need  of  mating  with  the  rough  element,  which  admitted- 
ly existed  outside  of  the  Church. 

Another  conjecture  is  that  the  people  were  few  in  number  and  that 
the   Church,   desiring  greater  numbers,   permitted  the  practice  so  that  a 

118  CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  May,  1968 


phenomenal   increase  in  population  could  be  attained.  This  is  not  defen- 
sible, since  there  was  no  surplus  of  women. 

The  simple  truth,  and  the  only  acceptable  explanation,  is  that  the 
principle  of  plural  marriage  came  as  a  revelation  from  the  Lord  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  for  the  Church.  It  was  one  of  many  principles  so 
communicated  to  the  Prophet.  It  was  not  man-made.  It  was  early  sub- 
mitted to  several  of  his  associates,  and  later  when  safety  permitted,  to  the 
Church  as  a  whole. 

The  members  of  the  Church  had  personal  testimonies  of  the  divine 
calling  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  They  had  individually  accepted  the 
gospel  as  restored  through  the  Prophet.  When  he  announced  a  doctrine 
as  a  revelation  coming  from  above,  the  people,  being  already  convinced 
of  the  reality  of  Joseph's  prophetic  calling  and  power,  accepted  the  new 
doctrine  and  attempted  to  put  it  into  practice.  Members  of  the  Church 
who  were  permitted  to  take  plural  wives  did  so  because  they  believed  that 
there  were  obeying  a  commandment  of  God. 

We  do  not  understand  why  the  Lord  commanded  the  practice  of 
plural  marriage.  Some  have  suggested  that  it  was  a  means  of  trying  and 
refining  the  people  through  the  persecution  that  followed.  Certainly,  one 
must  have  had  faith  in  the  divine  origin  of  the  Church  to  enter  it.  Another 
suggested  explanation  is  based  upon  the  doctrine  of  pre-existence.  In  the 
spirit  world  are  countless  numbers  of  spirits  waiting  for  their  descent  into 
mortality,  to  secure  earth  bodies  as  a  means  for  further  progress.  These 
unborn  spirits  desired  the  best  possible  parentage.  Those  assuming  plural 
marriage  almost  invariably  were  the  finest  types  in  the  community.  Only 
men  who  were  most  worthy  in  their  lives  were  permitted  to  take  plural 
wives;  and  usually  only  women  of  great  faith  and  pure  lives  were  willing 
to  become  members  of  a  plural  household.  (It  should  be  remembered  that 
permission  to  enter  the  system  was  granted  only  by  the  President  of  the 
Church,  and  after  careful  examination  of  the  candidate.)  However,  this  is 
but  another  attempted  explanation  by  man  of  a  divine  action. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  eugenic  studies  have  shown  the  children 
of  polygamous  parents  to  be  above  the  average,  physically  and  mentally. 
And  the  percentage  of  happy  plural  households  was  higher  than,  that  of 
monogamous  families. 

The  principle  of  plural  marriage  came  by  revelation  from  the  Lord. 
That  is  the  reason  why  the  Church  practised  it.  It  ceased  when  the  Lord 
so  directed  through  the  then  living  Prophet.  The  Church  lives,  moves,  and 
has  its  being  in  revelation. 

Editors  Note:  This  article  was  taken  from  the  book  Evidences  and  Recon- 
ciliations Vol.  1  by  John  A.  Widtsoe.  Answers  to  gospel  questions  will 
appear  each  month  in  the  CSM. 


NOTICE! 


The  Editor  of  the  CSM  wishes  to  announce  that  many  snapshots  taken 
by  the  CSM  photography  staff  of  the  recent  MIA  Convention  are  now 
available  in  the  Mission  Home  and  may  be  obtained  by  any  interested 
persons.  The  pictures  are  varied  candid  shots  taken  at  all  the  different 
sessions  of  Convention.  We  are  charging  a  small  fee  of  15  cents  to  cover 
the  cost  of  having  the  pictures  made  up.  Hurry  while  they  last!  First 
come,  first  served. 
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TRUST  IN 
IN  THE  LORD 

by  Chappy  Winstanley 


There  is  an  old  Chinese  Proverb,  which  goes  like  this:  "He  who 
knows  not,  and  knows  he  knows  not,  he  is  a  child,  trust  him." 

From  this  proverb  we  can  learn  a  very  important  lesson.  We  must  be 
cognizant  of  our  limitations,  because  my  brothers  and  sisters  we  do  have 
limitations.  Our  daily  prayer  could  be :  "Lord,  grant  me  the  humility  to 
accept  the  things  which  I  cannot  change,  the  courage  to  change  the  things 
which  I  can,  and  the  wisdom  to  know  the  difference." 

We  can  overcome  these  limitations  if  we  heed  King  Soloman's  advice, 
in  Proverbs  3  verse  5 : 

"Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thy  heart  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own 
understanding." 

In  this  scripture  I  see  four  facets : 

1.  Faith. 

2.  Prayer. 

3.  Trust  and 

4.  Revelation. 

What  type  of  Faith?  The  type  of  faith  Paul  speaks  of  in  Hebrews 
1 1  verse  1  : 

"Faith   is   the   substance   of   things   hoped   for,   the   evidence    of 
things  not  seen." 
What  type  of  prayer?  The  type  of  prayer  Joseph  Smith  offered  when 
he  read  in  James  Chapter  1  verses  5-7: 

"If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth  to 

all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not;  and  it  shall  be  given  him. 

But  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering.  For  he  that  wavereth 

is  like  a  wave  of  the  sea  driven  with  the  wind  and  tossed.  For 

let  not  that  man  think  that  he  shall  receive  anything  of  the  Lord." 

What  kind  of  trust?  The  trust  that  the  sergeant  was  trying  to  instil 

in  his  men,  when  he  took  three  of  them  out  of  the  ranks  and  blindfolded 

them.  They  knew  the  edge  of  a  cliff  was  not  30  paces  off,  when  they  were 

given  the  order  to  march.  After  five  paces  two  of  the  men  thought  they 

had  gone  clean  over  the  edge  of  the  cliff  because  they  lay  grovelling  in  the 

dirt.  But  the  other  soldier  was  marching  steadily  towards  the  edge.  The 

sergeant  stopped  him  just  short  of  the  precipice  and  took  the  blindfold  off. 

He  did  this  not  to  scare  this  man  but  to  show  his  men  that  their 

complete  trust  in  him  was  essential  at  all  times. 

Trust  in  man  is  essential  sometimes,  but  the  most  important  type  of 
trust  is,  "trust  in  the  Lord." 

When  we  have  had  the  faith  to  pray  and  have  the  trust  then  we  can 
expect  the  blessing,  revelation.  For  the  Lord  says:  "Surely  I  will  do  no 
thing  save  I  reveal  it  through  my  servants  the  prophets." 

(Continued  on  page  127) 
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On  Walking 

By  Victor  Bantjes 

An  appreciation  of  nature  is  perhaps  an  inherent  characteristic  of  man. 
Yet  for  me  it  is  insufficiently  satisfying  to  view  the  Lord's  creation  from 
inside  a  barred  window.  I  must  be  a  part  of  it,  in  order  to  not  only  see 
it,  but  feel  it.  It  must  affect  me,  influence  me,  rub  off  something  of  itself 
on  to  my  soul,  leaving  my  senses  tingling  with  a  part  of  its  freshness  and 
beauty. 

Even  if  I  stand  outside  in  the  open  air,  that  feeling  becomes  stagnant. 
Every  cubic  foot  of  air,  each  patch  of  grass,  every  tree  and  plant,  is  some- 
how different.  And  to  keep  it  new  all  the  time,  I  must  touch  a  new  part  of 
it  every  moment. 

Therefore,  that  is  exactly  man's  motive  for  walking,  it  seems  to  me. 
It  is  a  most  exhilirating  experience  to  stroll  into  the  veld  in  the  cool  of 
the  late  afternoon,  and  just  walk,  perhaps  (if  I  may  dare  to  suggest)  in  a 
great  circle,  which  after  sunset  will  bring  the  walker  back  home  in  time 
for  an  early  supper. 

I  am  a  moody  person.  Thoughts  which  nag  my  mind  can  only  be 
temporarily  suppressed,  but  they  must  eventually  find  an  outlet  by  way  of 
expression.  As  other  people  are  similar,  I  do  not  easily  find  at  the  precise 
moment  the  correct  friend  who  is  in  the  frame  of  mind  to  be  receptive  to 
my  problems. 

Then  I  must  set  out  walking  —  close  enough  to  humans  to  be  affected 
by  the  view  of  them,  but  far  enough  away  to  be  alone,  absolutely  alone. 
No  one  to  disturb  me,  no  one  to  criticise  my  views,  or  to  suggest  a  direc- 
tion to  walk,  for  I  like  to  follow  my  footsteps,  not  direct  them. 

I  am  free  then  to  say  what  I  like  —  and  I  do.  In  fact,  I  talk  loudly 
to  myself  for  the  duration  of  my  excursion.  If  I  wish  to  stop  abruptly  and 
drink  in  the  serenity  of  a  cloud  decorated  with  pink  and  orange  rays  from 
the  disappearing  sun,  I  would  be  destroying  that  inspiration  by  explaining 
to  someone  the  sudden  change  of  pace. 

A  troubled  mind  is  a  powerful  driving  force  for  walking  alone.  Although 
I  may  not  understand  the  extent  or  nature  of  my  temporary  unbalance, 
a  subconcious  urge  is  sufficient  to  send  me  walking  for  miles,  and  always 
the  subject  which  has  been  the  motive  comes  to  the  surface  as  a  clear 
point  for  reflection. 

At  times  I  may  only  be  in  need  of  inspiration  for  writing.  It  is  quickly 
provided  while  my  legs  carry  me  past  a  dam  of  water,  where  wild  ducks 
make  ripples  as  they  glide  away  from  my  direction;  and  a  kiewiet  sounds 
a  greeting  (or  warning?),  his  black  and  white  body  glimmering  on  thin 
red  legs  in  the  sunlight.  I  am  at  once  part  of  a  great  plan,  even  a  necessary 
part  of  nature,  part  of  all  this  beauty. 

Perhaps  I  sometimes  walk  in  anticipation  of  an  ideal  situation.  Walk- 
ing will  not  bring  me  the  happiness  I  seek  —  that  can  only  come  through 
'literal  fulfilment  of  my  desires.  However,  when  I  am  free  to  act  as  I 
please,  I  can  talk  to  myself  until  I  have  said  enough,  absorb  from  the 
surroundings  inspiration  and  encouragement  for  the  future,  and  walk  until 
I  feel  physical  exertion  begin  to  get  the  better  of  me. 

Then  I  must  return  home.  For  walking  is  only  enjoyable  while  one  is 
not  overtired,  or  one  is  faced  with  the  danger  of  the  mind  being  focused 
on  the  physical  condition,  and  it  is  not  free  to  wander  and  develop. 

Finally,  the  climax  of  walk  brings  mixed  feelings :  I  have  gained  more 
than  sufficient  inspiration  for  the  immediate  future;  I  have  seen  and  felt 
the  nature  I  so  dearly  and  deeply  love;  I  have  exercised  my  muscles;  satis- 
fied my  urge  to  be  alone  to  think  and  talk;  and  yet  I  feel  afraid  to  return 
to  civilisation  and  leave  behind  me  the  rich  experience  of  becoming  one 
with  the  wild  and  beautiful  earth. 
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Is  it  because  the  earth  is  so  beautiful  that  I  am  afraid  to  take  my  eyes 
off  it?  Or  that  I  fear  to  lose  that  incomplete  temporary  happiness  and 
contentment  just  gained? 

The  effects  of  the  hills,  gentle  valleys,  soft  rays  on  azure  sky  dotted 
with  soft  clouds,  the  birds  and  plants  and  trees  and  grass  and  shrubs  — 
take  a  long  time  to  wear  off.  And  when  they  do,  they  leave  behind  some- 
thing permanent  —  in  the  body  and  mind  —  something  indescribably 
fresh,  serene  and  perfect  —  something  Godlike. 

Then  I  go  home.  To  return  again  too  soon  would  be  stealing  a  sweet 
spirit  to  which  others  too  are  entitled;  of  which  I  have  received  abundantly, 
enough,  at  least  to  last  until  once  again  an  irresistible  inner  force  drives 
my  feet  to  the  wide  open  spaces,  where  a  hungry  soul  will  again  be  caressed 
and  inspired. 

It  is  then  that  I  feel  I  know  why  our  Lord  has  a  body :  so  that  He, 
too,  may  walk! 

Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes 

by  Kathryn  Booth 

"He's  late  again!"  Rena  was  tired  of  always  waiting  for  Tim.  If  he 
did  not  come  soon  the  baby-sitter  would  have  to  leave  Julie  and  Robbie 
alone.  Out  of  the  corner  of  her  eye  Rena  saw  a  bus  and,  on  impluse,  she 
ran  and  caught  it.  "Now  Tim  can  jolly  well  wait  for  me!"  she  thought 
angrily. 

When  she  got  home  the  baby-sitter  left  immediately  and  Tim  still 
was  not  home.  By  six  o'clock  she  was  anxious.  "Where  is  he?",  she  thought. 
"Why  doesn't  he  come?"  The  phone  rang.  Frantically  she  rushed  to  answer 
it.  "Hello,  Mrs.  Johnson,?  I'm  afraid  there's  been  an  accident.  You  had 
better  come  quickly."  Rena  left  the  children  with  Nancy  next  door  and 
called  a  taxi. 

Within  five  minutes  she  was  at  his  bedside.  Suddenly  she  knew  he  was 
dying.  She  sat  and  held  his  hands.  For  four  hours  he  was  like-that-still 
and  deathlike,  but  somehow  just  breathing.  Then  he  opened  his  eyes, 
looked  at  her,  and  smiling  weakly,  whispered:  "Love  them  for  me." 

Someone  led  her  from  the  ward.  She  was  shaking  uncontrollably. 
Thoughts  raced  across  her  mind  .  .  .  "Why,  Why,  Why?  Love  them  for 
me  .  .  .  Robbie  and  Julie."  She  burst  into  tears,  sobbing  as  if  her  heart 
was  broken. 

She  went  home  to  where  Julie  was  sleeping  peacefully.  "What  will 
she  wake  to?"  thought  Rena.  Robbie  dashed  into  her  arms,  "Where's 
daddy,  I  want  daddy."  "Hush,  Baby,  Daddy's  coming."  Rena  put  him 
to  bed  and  he  was  soon  asleep.  "O,  Dear  God,  help  me  now,"  she  pleaded, 
"help  me  to  help  our  babies."  She  cried  till  dawn,  then,  fell  into  a  troubled 
sleep. 

Two  weeks  had  passed.  Everything  was  over.  Thank-you  cards  had 
been  sent,  and  no  more  reporters  came  to  take  photographs  or  ask  about 
the  crash.  Now  she  was  alone;  those  who  could  have  helped  her,  her 
parents,  were  too  far  away  to  be  of  much  comfort.  After  all,  letters  did 
not  really  convey  one's  feelings.  She  told  Robbie  that  his  Daddy  was 
dead.  When  a  little  boy  was  six  you  did  not  tell  him  his  father  had  gone 
away.  Julie  had  fretted  and  cried  for  Tim,  but  two-year-olds  forget  quickly. 

But  Rena,  now  that  there  was  nothing  more  to  do,  was  lost.  She 
lived  in  a  daze.  On  Sunday  the  three  of  them  went  to  Sunday  School  and 
church,  and  after  that  they  all  stayed  home.  She  did  not  wear  black,  but 
she  may  as  well  have,  for  one  look  at  her  face  showed  her  infinite  loss. 
By  day  she  laughed  with  the  children;  by  night  she  wept,  alone. 

Robbie  no  longer  asked  for  his  father,  but  sometimes  he  would  slop 
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his  hand  into  hers  and  squeeze  it,  as  if  to  share  her  sorrow.  He  went  to 
school  and  always  rushed  home  to  help  her.  One  day  Rena  asked  him 
why  he  never  stayed  to  play  football  after  school  anymore.  He  said,  "Well, 
a  man  must  look  after  his  family."  She  hugged  him  and  cried. 

A  few  days  later  Robbie  asked  Rena  why  she  was  always  so  sad.  She 
told  him  that  she  was  missing  his  father.  Robbie  made  no  comment,  but 
two  days  later  he  refused  to  go  to  school,  announcing  that  he  was  taking 
his  family  out  for  the  day.  Rena,  rather  than  argue  with  him,  agreed. 
Robbie  told  Rena  to  pack  lunch  and  they  set  off  with  Julie  in  her  push- 
cart. 

Living  on  the  outskirts  of  town  as  they  did,  it  was  not  long  before 
they  were  in  open  fields.  Rena  began  to  notice  that  Robbie  was  pointing 
out  all  the  beauties  to  her.  She  looked  around.  Now  she  knew  what  he  was 
trying  to  say;  it  was:  "Look  what  we  still  have,  don't  be  sad."  Then  for 
the  first  time  since  Tim's  death  she  realised  that  there  was  still  much 
happiness  left  in  the  world  for  her.  She  noticed  a  group  of  children  playing 
in  the  grass,  and  the  little  brooklet  singing  on  its  way. 

They  ate  under  the  willows,  so  graceful  and  still.  Robbie  led  them 
down  the  hill  towards  the  sea.  As  they  rounded  the  bend  they  saw  it  — 
huge  blue  mass  lovingly  enfolding  the  white  and  sandy  shores  with  its 
bounding  white  waves.  "Oh,  what  sheer  beauty!"  she  thought.  They  ran 
onto  the  sands  laughing  and  happy.  Robbie  took  Julie,  toddling  on  her 
fat  little  legs  down  to  the  waters  edge. 

Suddenly  it  seemed  as  if  Tim  was  right  there  with  her.  She  was  so 
happy.  Yes.  David  had  been  truly  wise  when  he  said  "Out  of  the  mouths 
of  babes  .  .  ." 

Editors  Note:  Victor  Bantjes  of  the  Ramah  II  Branch  won  1st  place  in  the 
essay  writing  competition  in  the  senior  division  and  Kathryn  Booth 
from  Port  Elizabeth  took  1st  place  in  the  junior  division.  Special 
thanks  go  to  Sister  Heather  Horning  who  did  the  judging  of  the  essays. 


Crowds  Hear  Story  of  Restoration 

The  story  of  the  Restored  Gospel  is  being  told  in  the  two  major 
languages  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  to  the  crowds  pouring  into  San 
Antonio's  HemisFair  '68. 

A  Mormon  Pavilion,  reminiscent  of  the  type  used  to  tell  the  Gospel  at 
the  New  York  World's  Fair  is  manned  by  missionaries  speaking  English 
and  Spanish. 

The  Pavilion  was  dedicated  on  April  10  by  President  Hugh  B.  Brown, 
first  counsellor  in  the  First  Presidency.  He  was  accompanied  by  several 
other  General  Authorities  of  the  Church.  They  included  Elders  Marion  G. 
Romney  and  Gordon  B.  Hinckley  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  and  Elder 
A.  Theodore  Tuttle  of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy. 

The  Pavilion  includes  paintings  and  translites  of  murals  depicting 
the  Restoration,  and  a  new  one  shows  Christ  visiting  the  Western  Hemis- 
phere after  His  resurrection. 

President  Roland  C.  Bremer,  of  San  Antonio  Stake,  said  materials 
used  in  construction  of  the  Pavilion  will  be  taken  to  San  Marcos,  Tex., 
where  a  new  ward  chapel  will  be  built. 

Editor's  Note:  This  is  a  short  news  item  taken  from  the  Church  News  of 
April  20,  1968. 
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A 


WHY  DO 
THEY 

DO  IT? 


A  nationally  known  newspaper  columnist  has  been  studying  the  MIA 
programme  of  the  Church.  It  has  him  puzzled. 

"Why  do  your  young  people  do  this?  How  do  you  get  them  to  do 
it?"  are  his  constant  questions. 

When  he  sat  through  the  dance  festival  at  the  last  June  MIA  con- 
vention, and  saw  8,000  wholesome  young  people  on  the  dance  floor  at 
once,  he  said:  "I  can't  believe  it  even  though  I  see  it." 

Then  he  turned  to  one  of  the  MIA  executives  and  asked,  "Why  do 
you  do  it?" 

The  MIA  man  replied  in  the  usual  way,  but  the  answer  did  not  get 
through.  When  the  repeated  question  came  again:  "Why  do  you  do  it?" 
he  was  told  in  language  a  newspaperman  can  understand:  "To  show  young 
people  they  can  have  a  good  time  without  raising  hell." 

The  writer  was  satisfied. 

LDS  Youth  are  a  light  to  the  world.  They  are  proving  the  Gospel 
principles  can  work  for  happiness,  fun,  and  wholesome  living  among  teens 
of  all  nations. 

LDS  youth  are  not  just  in  America.  They  are  also  in  Japan.  South 
America,  Guatemala,  Mexico,  Free  China,  Korea,  Scandinavia,  Britain, 
France,  Germany,  South  Africa,  Switzerland,  Polynesia,  and  other  nations, 
for  ours  is  a  worldwide  church. 

Regardless  of  the  country  in  which  they  live,  they  set  high  records  of 
performance  which  seem  almost  unbelievable  to  outside  observers. 

Recent  reports  show  a  Church-wide  average  of  66  per  cent  of  all 
Mormon  girls  in  MIA  each  week,  60  per  cent  in  Sunday  School,  and  57 
per  cent  in  Sacrament  meeting.  In  some  stakes  the  regular  monthly  per- 
centage goes  to  80  in  MIA  and  in  some  fewer  instances,  above  that. 

In  32  of  our  stakes,  75  per  cent  of  all  girls  attended  every  Sacrament 
meeting,  Sunday  School  meeting,  and  MIA  gathering  in  the  month. 

Our  boys'  programmes  are  likewise  spectacular  in  regard  to  Church 
attendance  of  teenagers.  In  many  of  our  wards,  100  percent  of  Aaronic 
priesthood  boys  are  in  Church  or  are  accounted  for  by  illness  or  other 
legitimate  excuses,  week  after  week. 

In  a  number  of  our  stakes,  their  regular  attendance  exceeds  75  per 
cent. 

What  makes  our  Church  programmes  work  so  effectively?  There  are 
many  factors. 

Better  home  co-operation  is  one,  the  value  of  which  is  beyond  mea- 
sure. Good  organization  follow-up  on  the  part  of  ward  and  stake  officers 
is  vital. 
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And  then  there  is  our  inspired  programme!  In  it  souls  are  touched 
by  sacred  teachings  as  hearts  are  being  lightened  by  well-chosen  recrea- 
tion. A  most  unusual  combination  of  fun  and  worship  is  developed  which 
builds  rounded  souls  and  happy  lives  for  the  youngsters. 

They  learn  indeed  that  they  can  have  fun  in  a  wholesome  way,  that 
there  is  deep  satisfaction  in  worship,  and  that  the  two  can  strike  a  happy 
balance. 

True  religion  is  for  the  development  of  the  whole  soul,  but  in  a  happy 
clean  way. 

Note  the  balance  in  our  Church  programmes  which  provide  at  once 
an  atmosphere  of  clean  fun  and  reverence  for  that  which  is  sacred. 

For  example  a  nine-stake  M-Men-Gleaner  Girl  conference  was  held 
in  Idyllwild,  Calif.  The  theme  was  "Room  at  the  Top".  Workshops  were 
held  in  self-improvement  opportunity  at  the  top,  temple  marriage,  the 
meaning  of  life,  the  place  of  spirituality,  fascinating  womanhood,  and 
priesthood  activity.  But  there  were  dances,  hayrides,  campouts,  and  roller 
skating  parties  as  well. 

At  Banff  a  similar  gathering  made  "Happiness  Is"  the  theme,  every 
moment  being  filled  with  both  fun  and  spirituality.  Among  the  activities 
were  a  variety  show,  workshops,  swimming,  cycling,  football,  volleyball, 
treasure  hunt,  a  mammoth  dance  on  Saturday  night,  and  on  Sunday  priest- 
hood and  girls'  meetings,  followed  by  a  joint  testimony  meeting. 

Other  stakes  hold  sports  tournaments  with  archery,  badminton,  cro- 
quet, horseshoes,  and  pingpong.  Tulsa  held  an  award  banquet.  Cedar  held 
a  "record  rally"  and  dance  with  the  theme  of  "traffic".  A  gas  pump  was 
rigged  up  to  serve  punch,  traffic  (dance)  tickets  were  handed  out,  and  tires 
(doughnuts)  were  served. 

In  Brigham  City  an  "around  the  world"  dance  was  held  preceded  by 
a  progressive  dinner.  In  Washington  a  "Potomac  Cruise"  was  held  aboard 
a  boat,  with  orchestra  and  dancing  on  the  upper  deck. 

So  the  LDS  youth  programme  goes.  It  is  wholesome,  it  is  attractive, 
it  is  FUN.  But  it  is  conducted  in  a  spiritual  atmosphere. 

Conversion  to  the  Restored  Truth  goes  hand  in  hand  with  a  Gospel 
philosophy  which  says  "Man  is  that  he  might  have  joy." 

The  youth  love  it.  They  love  the  Church  which  provides  it.  And  they 
don't  have  to  raise  any  Hades  to  do  it. 

Editor's  Note:  This  article  was  taken  from  the  Editorial  Page  of  the  Church 
News  of  February  3,  1968. 


Mod    Means    Modest 
For   these    Girls 

BALDWIN,  MICH.  (UPI)  —  In  the  day  of  the  mod,  the 
mini,  the  pop  and  the  twig,  some  girls  at  Baldwin  High 
School  have  developed  a  style  of  their  own. 

It's  mod,  all  right  —  modest. 

Ten  girls  showed  up  for  classes  in  skirts  that  had  hem- 
lines four  inches  below  the  knee.  In  addition,  they  wore 
loose-fitting  blouses  with  long  sleeves  and  high  neck  lines. 

The  counter  mod  movement  was  started  by  Thyra  Sweet 
of  nearby  Beitly. 

"We  are  tired  of  being  embarrassed  by  showing  so  much," 
she  told  her  mother  recently.  "We  are  tired  of  tight  fits  and 
we  are  tired  of  looking  at  girls  with  knobby  knees.  We  like 
long  dresses." 

HAVE  LATTER-DAY  SAINT  GIRLS  AND  WOMEN 
THE  COURAGE  TO  DO  AS  WELL? 
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HOW  LATE  IS  TOO  LATE? 


What  time  is  a  good  time  to  get  home  from  a  date? 

Who  should  decide? 

What  is  a  reasonable  rule? 

Many  an  unpleasant  hour  has  been  experienced  in  many  a  home 
because  of  a  lack  of  understanding  on  these  points. 

Where  is  the  path  of  wisdom  in  this  matter  both  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  youth  and  of  patient  parents  who  usually  remain  awake  until 
everyone  is  in? 

There  is  always  a  reasonable  middle  ground  in,  these  matters,  and 
every  Latter-day  Saint,  whether  parent  or  youth,  should  earnestly  strive 
to  reach  it  for  the  good  of  all. 

Probably  we  should  note  in  the  first  place  that  the  hour  of  coming 
home  should  be  and  must  be  considered  as  a  part  of  our  over-all  moral 
standard. 

No  one  will  question  that  our  reputation,  our  character,  our  good 
name,  and  our  standing  before  God,  are  all  related  to  it. 

Too  Late  can  be  tragic.  Too  early  can  cause  hard  feelings.  How 
may  we  reach  the  happy  middle  ground? 

Since  parents  and  children  are  both  concerned,  both  should  have  a 
voice  in  reaching  the  decision.  The  Church  has  always  advised  family 
council  meetings  as  well  as  home  evenings,  when  family  matters  may  be 
discussed  plainly  and  frankly,  but  in  a  spirit  of  love,  and  co-operation. 

There  is  no  place  for  dictatorship  in  these  family  council  meetings, 
any  more  than  there  is  room  for  rebellion.  But  the  final  decision  must 
rest  with  the  parents. 

One  of  the  important  things  to  be  discussed  is  the  age  at  which  young 
people  should  begin  to  date. 

For  years  the  Church  has  advised  against  twosome  dating  at  less 
than  16  years  of  age.  Rather  it  has  been  urged  that  younger  people  go 
in  groups,  with  proper  chaperonage. 

It  is  true  that  the  "ways  of  the  world"  are  at  variance  with  that  con- 
cept, but  that  does  not  make  it  wrong.  The  world  has  its  standards;  the 
Church  sets  up  its  own. 

The  world  does  not  concern  itself  with  morals  in,  the  same  way  in 
which  the  Church  does,  and  is  now  accepting  far  lower  standards  than 
the  Lord  has  ever  been  willing  for  his  people  to  have.  So  we  cannot  follow 
the  dictates  of  the  world. 

Then  in  our  family  council  meeting,  we  should  seek  for  the  advice  of 
the  Lord  and  His  Church.  Since  Latter-day  Saints  are  believers  and  there- 
fore obedient,  we  should  do  that  which  the  Lord  suggests. 

He  says:  "Be  ye  temperate  in  all  things."  That  means  no  extremes, 
either  in  demanding  that  we  come  in  too  early  or  that  we  remain  out  too 
late.  He  also  said:  "Retire  to  thy  bed  early,"  as  will  be  remembered. 

Too  late  or  too  early  depends  of  course  upon  the  age  of  the  youngsters 
concerned.  Certainly  the  early  teenagers  should  be  willing  to  recognize 
the  curfew  set  up  by  law. 

For  older  teenagers,  what  is  reasonable? 

The  Church  has  set  a  good  example  to  its  members  by  closing  its 
social  activities  by  midnight,  with  the  one  exception  of  New  Year's  Eve, 
when  special  arrangements  are  made. 

It  is  well-known  that  many  youngsters  stay  out  past  midnight,  but  is 
it   a   good  idea?   Is   it  even  a  good   idea  for  older  people   ? 

Considering  the  next  day's  demands  of  both  school  and  employment, 
is  midnight  too  early?  And  then  there  is  Saturday.  This  is  the  big  night 
out  for  most  worldly  people.  What  about  the  Saints? 
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Sabbath  Day  observance  is  involved  here.  The  Sabbath  is  -still  the 
Sabbath  even  in  the  wee  hours  of  the  early  morning.  Should  we  not  ob- 
serve it?  And  is  partying  the  thing  to  do  on  the  Sabbath?  Again  midnight 
seems  to  be  a  good  time  to  go  home. 

Critics  call  us  prudish  when  we  keep  sensible  hours,  but  they  likewise 
use  that  epithet  for  those  who  do  not  smoke  or  drink,  or  neck  or  pet. 
Should  their  disparaging  remarks  be  either  persuasive  or  controlling? 

The  fact  is  that  late  hours  are  often  directly  related  to  moral  prob- 
lems of  a  serious  nature. 

Since  Latter-day  Saints  are  expected  to  protect  their  virtue,  they 
should  be  willing  to  adopt  habits  which  will  assist  them  in  doing  so.  Late 
hours  can  and  often  do  break  down  moral  restraints,  which  is  always  tragic. 

If  both  parents  and  children  will  remember  their  Church  standards, 
and  if  they  will  be  reasonable  with  each  other,  they  can  easily  reach  an 
understanding  on  late  hours  which  will  meet  the  needs  of  all  concerned. 

Editor's  Note:  This  is  an  Editorial  taken  from  the  April  20,  issue  of  the 
Church  News. 


TRUST   IN   THE   LORD       (Continued   from    page    120) 

That  is  why  we  have  a  Church  today,  a  perfect  organization.  Because 
Joseph  Smith  realised  his  limitations,  he  had  the  faith  to  get  down  on  his 
knees  and  pray  and  he  trusted  the  Lord  who  answered  him  with  a  revela- 
tion. 

I  say  this  humbly  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 

Amen. 

EDITORS  NOTE:  The  CSM  is  proud  to  publish  Chappy  Winstanley"s 
talk  as  it  was  given  in  the  Convention  Speech  Competition.  Chappy  was 
given  the  rating  of  Superior  and  chosen  the  winner.  Chappy  is  from 
Durban. 


Winning  Poster  in  Winner  in  Badge 

Junior  Division  Competition 

Midlands  Branch 

May.  1968  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  127 


That  others  may  know 

I   Married  a  Non-Member   (Anonymous) 

What  does  life  hold  for  an  active  Latter-day  Saint  who  marries  a 
person  of  another  faith  or  one  who  feels  he  "does  not  need  religion"? 
Without  having  lived  through  the  experiences  this  course  of  action  brings, 
one  could  never  know;  one  could  guess,  perhaps,  but  never  really  know. 

I  know.  I  have  been  married  under  these  circumstances  for  twenty 
years,  and  in  that  time  have  felt  many  emotions  and  experienced  many 
things. 

Because  I  feel  deeply  for  anyone  facing  the  decision  of  whether  or 
not  to  date  a  non-member,  or  whether  or  not  to  marry  a  non-member  with 
the  hope  of  conversion,  let  me  draw  back  the  curtain  and  reveal  pictures 
from  my  married  life  —  happenings  one  cannot  foresee,  reactions  one 
cannot  guess,  dimensions  of  emotion  one  can  never  know  without  actual 
experience  or  without  looking  through  the  eyes  and  listening  to  the  tunes 
played  on  the  heartstrings  of  another  who  has  experienced  such  a  marriage. 

For  nearly  two  years  I  had  been  writing  to  a  missionary;  we  were 
not  engaged  but  were  serious  about  each  other.  In  my  heart  I  carried 
some  doubt.  I  respected  my  missionary  boy-friend  and  loved  him  in  some 
ways  but  knew  somehow  my  love  was  not  complete.  I  had  dated  now  and 
then  during  his  absence;  according  to  our  arrangement,  I  was  to  be  free. 

My  missionary  friend  returned  home,  and  I  still  awaited  confirmation 
from  my  own  heart.  He  had  no  doubts,  evidently,  for  he  encouraged  our 
becoming  engaged. 

In  the  midst  of  my  indecision  two  decisive  events  occurred :  My  boy- 
friend enlisted  in  the  service  and  left  the  area,  and  I  met  a  non-member 
from  a  large  city  in  the  Midwest,  whom  I  will  call  Fred. 

I  was  a  sophomore  student  at  a  Utah  university;  so  was  he.  We  met 
in  a  psychology  class.  I  was  impressed  with  his  intellect,  his  bearing,  his 
ambitious,  progressive  attitude. 

We  began  to  date.  I  thought  it  would  be  a  casual  relationship.  I  didn't 
intend  that  anything  serious  should  come  of  it.  I  was  an  active  church 
member  and  had  no  intention  of  marrying  out  of  my  faith.  My  father  was 
deceased  but  had  been  active  in  the  Church  and  was  very  much  alive  in 
my  memory.  Mother  was  living  and  had  always  been  active  in  the  auxil- 
iaries of  the  Church.  In  fact,  during  many  of  my  childhood  and  teen  years 
she  had  been  Relief  Society  stake  president.  Together,  my  parents  had  set 
a  valiant  example  in  the  home  for  us  children.  Mother  counselled  me 
against  dating  a  non-member  and  had  others  counsel  with  me,  but  I  con- 
tinued to  delude  myself  into  thinking  it  would  never  become  a  serious 
relationship,  until  it  was  too  late. 

When  I  had  come  to  love  Fred,  nothing  doubting,  I  rationalized  that 
I  was  not  "throwing  over"  my  excellent  home  and  church  training.  I  was 
naive  enough  to  believe  because  he  attended  church  with  me  and  seemed 
very  interested  that  within  a  few  months  he  would  be  converted.  Because 
I  believed  the  principles  of  the  gospel  wholeheartedly  myself  and  found 
them  so  logical  and  workable  I  thought  that  anyone  with  any  degree  of 
intelligence  would  soon  be  converted  and  that  when  the  Holy  Ghost  bore 
witness  to  him,  the  truth  of  it  would  be  confirmed  to  him.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  at  this  point  in  my  life  my  experience  with  non-members  had  been 
practically  nil. 

Each  courtship  is  so  individual,  yet  I  am  sure  there  are  common 
tendencies,  one  of  the  strongest  of  which  is  for  the  young  people  to  be 
firmly  convinced  that  their  "special  love"  is  the  most  unique,  the  most 
sincere,  the  deepest  yet  known  to  man,  that  without  doubt  it  can  sur- 
mount any  problem.  Oh,  the  yearning  of  the  young  hearts  is  most  poig- 
nant! 
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Counsellors  and  relatives  entreated  me  to  postpone  marriage  until  the 
opportunity  to  investigate  the  gospel  thoroughly  had  been  his  and  the  out- 
come determined.  My  mother  endeavoured  to  help  me  see  that  she  had 
nothing  against  him  personally,  in  fact,  liked  him  very  much,  but  with 
two  different  sets  of  basic  values  we  would  run  into  difficulty  sooner  or 
later  and  both  be  hurt. 

World  War  II  was  well  under  way.  Fred  was  in  the  ROTC,  and  the 
unit  was  to  remain  at  school  until  graduation  but  the  war  worsened,  and 
they  were  hustled  off  on  a  few  days'  notice  to  active  training.  From  then 
on,  Fred  was  on  the  move,  and  I  saw  him  only  occasionally  a  few  days 
at  a  time.  Then  the  decision  came.  Were  we  to  wait  until  he  returned  from 
overseas  or  marry  first?  We  decided  to  marry  —  on  condition. 

The  conditions  I  set  down  were:  1.  We  were  to  be  married  by  an 
LDS  bishop.  2.  Our  children  were  to  be  trained  in  the  LDS  faith  and 
baptised  members  when  of  age.  3.  I  was  to  be  free  to  serve  in  callings  in 
my  Church.  4.  The  Word  of  Wisdom  was  to  be  practised  in  our  home. 
These  stipulations  were  major  in  my  mind,  and  they  were  a  sacrifice  on 
Fred's  part  inasmuch  as  the  first  two  were  in  direct  opposition  to  the  faith 
he  espoused  and  caused  his  excommunication  from  his  church.  I  reasoned 
that  my  sacrifice  was  waiting  for  a  while  for  temple  marriage. 

We  were  together  only  a  few  weeks.  After  he  left,  I  learned  I  was 
pregnant.  I  attended  school  another  quarter  and  then  went  home  to  live 
with  my  mother  and  await  the  birth  of  our  baby. 

Mother  was  a  brick.  Cheerful  and  helpful,  she  was  all  and  more  than 
she  had  been  all  through  my  growing  up  years  —  friend,  adviser,  sym- 
pathizer, confidante.  It  was  she  who  waited  in  the  hospital  while  I  gave 
premature  birth  to  a  tiny  five-pound  girl. 

The  first  time  Fred  saw  our  child,  she  was  nearly  three  years  old. 

We  now  have  three  children,  the  youngest  two  being  sons. 

CHURCH  ACTIVITY 

I  am  grateful  to  Fred  that  he  kept  his  agreement  to  refrain  from 
interefering  with  my  activity  in  the  Church.  I  have  held  many  callings 
through  the  years,  and  our  bishops  and  stake  presidents  have  called  me 
to  positions  which  required  a  minimum  of  attention  during  the  hours  Fred 
was  at  home.  Thus,  I  have  grown  in  understanding  and  deep  love  of  the 
gospel  through  my  activity. 

At  various  times  Fred  displayed  an  interest  in  the  gospel.  He  went 
through  the  missionay  lessons  three  different  times,  only  to  turn  away 
afterward.  Once  in  a  while  he  halfheartedly  attended  church  with  us.  For 
most  of  our  married  life  we  have  lived  in  the  same  friendly  ward,  and 
our  friends  have  loved  him,  prayed  for  him,  and  carried  him  in  their  hearts 
as  they  have  gone  through  the  temple.  As  a  family  we  have  loved  him. 
invited  him  to  go  with  us,  showed  boundless  delight  when  he  accepted 
but  tried  to  be  pleasant  when  he  refused,  tried  not  to  exert  pressure  upon 
him.  Perhaps  the  latter  is  hard  to  achieve,  for  surely  our  yearning  could 
not  be  masked. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  emotions  that  swell  up  within  you  as 
you  rise  each  Sunday  morning,  prepare  the  children  and  yourself  for  church 
services,  and  look  once  more  before  leaving  your  bedroom  at  your  husband 
who  is  still  sleeping  or,  having  risen,  is  sitting  with  a  morning  cup  of  coffee 
and  the  newspaper  and  seemingly  couldn't  care  less  that  he  is  not  a  part 
of  the  family  group  departing  for  church.  It  is  one  of  the  loneliest  feelings 
I've  ever  known  and  one  to  which  familiarity  lends  no  softening. 

It  is  emphasized  more  so  when  your  eldest  son,  who  now  holds  the 
priesthood,  sets  his  alarm  clock,  arises,  and  goes  off  alone  to  priesthood 
meeting  faithfully  Sunday  after  Sunday.  What  are  his  thoughts  and  what 
does  he  feel  as  he  sees  other  boys  arriving  in  the  company  of  their 
fathers? 
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With  this  feeling  a  tumult  in  your  heart,  you  find  your  seat  in  church 
and  with  the  opening  announcements  hear  there  is  to  be  a  temple  excur- 
sion or  an  elders'  party.  You  know  again  the  yearning  realization  that 
you  are  necessarily  excluded  because  of  lack  of  priesthood  and  temple 
marriage.  As  your  eyes  wander  over  the  congregation  to  the  faces  of 
your  friends,  you  realize  they  are  included,  and  you  sense  their  incom- 
parable sense  of  peace,  of  oneness,  and  belonging,  in  contrast  to  your  own 
limitations. 

It  would  be  a  Herculean  task  to  find  words  to  convey  your  fiustration 
and  emptiness  when,  upon  finding  in  a  Relief  Society  or  Primary  lesson 
a  beautifully  taught  truth,  you  desire  to  share  it  with  your  mate  and  he 
answers,  "I  don't  care  to  talk  about  it,"  or  "I've  never  thought  of  that 
and  don't  care  to  now,"  or  still  worse,  "Someday  the  crazy  things  you 
believe  will  drive  me  out  of  my  mind!" 

Have  you  thought  of  your  despair  when  your  sick  child  cries  out  in 
faith  in  the  night  for  a  blessing  from  the  priesthood,  and  your  husband 
stands  by,  helpless  and  unqualified? 

HOME  AND  CHILDREN 

Think  of  the  fast  day  or  occasions  which  call  for  a  special  fast  when 
you  must  prepare  food  for  your  mate  and  he  feels  inclined  to  flaunt  be- 
fore you  his  appetite.  How  would  you  train  your  children  to  observe  the 
principles  of  the  kingdom  when  one  parent  does  one  thing  and  one  another? 
Have  you  considered  how  you  would  explain  your  mate's  behaviour  to 
your  children  without  making  them  lose  respect  for  him?  It  is  indeed  a 
touchy,  delicate  responsibility.  I  say  responsibility  because  it  cannot  be 
ignored  if  you  are  to  train  and  teach  them  gospel  principles. 

What  would  you  do  if  your  husband  saw  nothing  wrong  in  taking 
his  sons  to  a  Sunday  ball  game  or  movie,  thus  failing  to  keep  the  Sabbath 
day  holy? 

Here  again  it  is  evident  that  different  basic  values  in  parents  cause 
conflict,  making  necessary  a  stream  of  constant  decisions  which  would  be 
unnecessary  if  unity  of  purpose  reigned. 

Also  it  is  true  that  one  does  not  marry  just  his  or  her  mate,  but  the 
beloved's  family  as  well.  It  is  useless  to  believe  they  will  hold  sacred 
the  things  you  believe  when  your  beliefs  are  at  variance  with  theirs.  Let 
me  illustrate.  Having  been  reared  in  a  home  where  gracious  consideration 
of  guests  knew  no  bounds,  I  happily,  trustingly  invited  my  in-laws  to  visit 
us,  only  to  have  one  of  my  children  whisper  to  me,  "Grandmother  says 
she  feels  sorry  for  me  because  I  was  born  of  a  Mormon  mother!  What  does 
she  mean?  What  is  wrong  with  that? 

After  one  such  visit,  I  found  apostate  Mormon  literature  had  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  my  eldest  child.  As  like  incidents  continued,  I  felt 
that  my  loving  hospitality  had  been  betrayed.  Fred  said  he  was  ashamed 
of  his  parents'  behaviour,  but  he  made  no  effort  to  set  them  straight.  It 
became  my  task  to  undo  the  damage  of  each  situation  patiently  with  the 
help  of  Heavenly  Father. 

Reluctantly,  I  had  to  admit  that  as  much  as  I  desired  and  needed  a 
sweet  family  relationship  with  my  in-laws,  they  were  enemies  to  the 
children  and  me  —  enemies  in  a  different  camp  who  sought  every  oppor- 
tunity to  thwart  my  children's  testimonies  of  the  gospel.  This  called  up 
another  responsibility  —  to  teach  the  children  to  love  their  grandparents 
but  to  disregard  their  attempts  to  defeat  their  testimonies.  What  a  para- 
doxical assignment! 

Occasionally  I  have  been  privileged  to  attend  general  conference  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  Once  I  waited  one  evening  for  friends  who  were  going 
through  the  temple.  As  I  stood  there  alone,  I  felt  a  failure  because  of  the 
choice  I  had  made  when  young.  My  heart  was  full  of  regret  which  was 
all  the  harder  to  bear  because  I  knew  I  had  only  myself  to  blame. 
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My  daughter  knows  my  heart  is  always  full  when  I  am  near  the  temple. 
As  I  left  home,  she  handed  me  a  note,  saying,  "Read  this,  Mother,  when 
you  are  on  Temple  Square." 

I  took  the  note  from  my  purse  and  read  the  following: 

Dear  Mother, 

"I'm  writing  this  note  to  you  because  I  know  I  am  going  to  miss  you 
very  much.  Sometimes  we  don't  realize  our  blessings  until  they're  taken 
away  for  a  short  time.  But  I  feel  I've  realized  what  a  sweet  spirit  you 
have  for  a  long  time.  Your  tender  care  of  me  when  I  was  a  baby,  your 
loving  concern  for  me  as  I  have  grown,  have  always  made  me  love  you 
more  than  ever.  Even  if  you  didn't  do  extra  things  for  me,  I  would  feel 
it  the  greatest  honor  of  my  life  to  live  with  you. 

"I  can't  comprehend  a  mother's  love  yet,  but  I  feel  you  have  exceeded 
the  limits  with  yours.  I'm  glad  I  covenanted  to  be  your  daughter  before 
this  life.  I  have  need  of  you,  your  spirit  and  character,  to  help  me  along 
in  my  life. 

"You  make  me  happy  when  depressed;  You  kindle  the  light  when 
I'm  in  the  dark;  You  prepare  my  soul  for  its  work  on  earth;  And  you,  as 
a  daughter  of  God,  brought  me  into  the  world. 

"Sometimes  it's  easier  to  write  than  tell  all  the  things  you've  had  in 
mind  for  a  long  time. 

"Have  a  wonderful,  inspiring  trip, 

Your  loving  daughter. 


My  heart  swelled  with  love;  gratitude  and  new  hope  and  strength 
surged  through  my  being,  and  I  renewed  my  resolve  to  carry  on  as  a 
dedicated  mother  and  teacher  of  the  gospel  in  our  home. 

THE  BROKEN  WORD  OF  WISDOM 

As  a  young  woman  I  held  to  a  strict  standard  of  never  dating  young 
men  whose  standards  were  not  the  best,  and  I  made  it  a  point  to  enlighten 
anyone  who  was  in  doubt  as  to  my  ideals. 

Fred  and  I  had  dated  for  quite  some  time,  and  I  had  found  him  to 
be  clean  in  every  respect.  There  was  no  smoking,  foul  language,  drinking, 
or  anything  but  the  best  of  behaviour  until  one  night  at  a  college  dance. 
When  he  took  me  in  his  arms  to  dance,  I  thought  I  smelled  liquor  on  his 
breath.  At  first,  I  couldn't  be  sure,  so  I  waited  until  I  was  certain.  My 
heart  sank,  but  I  knew  what  I  must  do.  I  had  so  looked  forward  to  this 
special  date,  but  I  told  Fred  that  he  must  take  me  home.  He  looked 
shocked  and  inquired  the  reason,  and  I  replied  that  I  had  always  adhered 
to  the  standard  of  not  dating  anyone  who  drank  intoxicating  beverages. 
He  apologized,  pointing  out  that  he  certainly  was  no  drunk,  that  he  had 
indulged  in  only  one  cocktail  before  leaving  the  fraternity  house.  I  insisted 
that  he  take  me  home.  On  the  way  I  told  him  I  would  have  to  break  the 
dates  we  had  made  for  the  future.  I  could  see  he  felt  terrible.  He  left  me 
at  the  door  and  went  home. 

Several  days  later,  he  met  me  after  class  and  again  apologized  and 
asked  me  to  reconsider.  He  said  drinking  meant  nothing  to  him,  that  he 
never  would  touch  it  again  if  only  I  would  date  him  again. 

After  meditating  about  this,  I  decided  to  give  him  another  chance. 
Insofar  as  I  know,  he  never  did  take  another  drink  again  until  some  years 
after  we  were  married.  I  truly  believed  him,  and  I  believe  he  believed  it 
himself. 

However,  I  have  seen  that  if  one  does  not  have  the  gospel  in  his 
heart  and  those  standards  for  his  own,  other  pressures  exert  themselves 
and  can  become  more  important.  This  is  what  happened  to  Fred  as  he 
began  rising   in  the   business  world  in  the  metropolitan   area   where  we 
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live  —  his  business  associates  and  colleagues  included  him  in  their  noon 
luncheons  which  included  cocktails.  He  began  by  having  one  drink.  He 
was  honest  enough  to  tell  me  about  it.  I  felt  very  badly,  reminded  him 
of  his  promise,  and  suggested  that  he  drink  non-alcoholic  drinks.  He 
told  me  there  were  times  when  he  did  this,  but  somewhere  along  the  way 
he  decided  it  wasn't  worth  it. 

There  was  a  time  when  he  drank  with  his  business  associates,  not 
when  he  was  in  my  company.  Then  that  phase  ended,  and  he  would 
sheepishly  order  a  soft  drink  for  me  and  an  alcoholic  drink  for  himself. 
Then  it  progressed  to  two  for  himself  and  on  upward.  When  I  asked  him 
to  try  to  curtail  the  number  for  his  own  sake  as  well  as  the  children's, 
he  answered  by  snapping  his  fingers  in  my  face  to  summon  the  waiter, 
ordering  what  he  pleased  and  as  much  as  he  pleased,  and  telling  me  to 
live  my  life  and  let  him  live  his.  "Living  his  own  life"  now  included 
smoking,  I  learned. 

My  thoughts  constantly  returned  to  our  courting  days  and  early  days 
of  marriage  and  how  completely  I  had  believed  in  his  well-meant  promises 
—  and  how  I  had  relied  on  his  love  and  mine  to  mean  so  much,  to  be 
so  complete  that  living  the  Word  of  Wisdom  would  never  be  a  problem. 
I  was  heartbreakingly  wrong. 

In  order  to  be  "compatible"  with  my  husband  socially,  I  attended 
numerous  cocktail  parties,  night  clubs,  and  the  type  of  entertainment  that 
appealed  to  him.  Occasionally  he  attended  church  parties  with  me,  but 
these  less  and  less  as  years  went  by.  At  first,  I  felt  strong  enough  to  be 
untouched  by  the  environment  in  which  I  found  myself,  but  a  steady  diet 
of  it  finally  had  a  telling  effect.  It  was  wounding  my  soul.  It  is  difficult  to 
associate  often  and  become  truly  friendly  with  people  whose  standards  are 
so  foreign  to  one's  own,  when  your  husband's  "best  friend"  tries  to  kiss 
you  behind  your  husband's  back  when  sober  and  openly  when  drunk,  when 
everyone  but  you  is  becoming  more  and  more  intoxicated,  and  the  pace 
grows  faster  and  more  frantic. 

Invariably  during  those  endless  evenings  I  would  mentally  picture  the 
righteous  men  in  our  ward  and  think  of  the  priesthood  and  its  power  and 
how  well  they  honoured  and  valued  it  and  how,  through  observance  of 
gospel  principles  and  the  priesthood  training,  ordinary  men  become 
superior;  how  none  of  that  calibre  would  consider  taking  his  beloved  wife 
into  places  where  drunkeness,  profanity,  and  insults  to  her  womanhood 
were  the  common  rule.  The  contrast  burned  alive  within  me  as  I  watched 
and  evaluated,  and  I  came  to  appreciate  and  love  the  gospel  more  than 
ever,  and  to  cling  to  it,  and  to  see  the  so-called  sophisticated  night  life  for 
the  senuous,  degrading  thing  these  people  made  of  it. 

I  decided  I  could  not  go  on  in  this  manner  and  explained  calmly  to 
my  husband  my  reasons  for  desiring  to  find  our  entertainment  more  with- 
in church  activities  or  in  places  where  the  children  could  accompany  us.  I 
expected  at  least  a  degree  of  cooperation.  His  answer  was  that  if  I  would 
not  go  with  him,  he  would  attend  cocktail  parties  without  me.  I  tried  it, 
and  he  did  go,  and  I  spent  miserable  evenings  at  home  with  the  children, 
trying  to  pretend  to  them  all  was  well  while  my  mind  raced  wildly  to  the 
environments  where  I  pictured  Fred  without  me.  It  is  agony,  I  learned, 
not  to  have  a  basic  trust  and  belief. 

I  consulted  the  bishop,  and  he  advised  me  to  continue  to  go  with  Fred 
or  to  invite  a  situation  where  he  would  be  tempted  to  take  someone  else 
in  my  stead.  He  gave  me  a  blessing  to  provide  me  with  additional  strength 
to  save  my  marriage  and  still  be  true  to  my  ideals.  It  helped  immeasur- 
ably. Shortly  thereafter,  my  husband  suffered  a  setback  in  his  career  which 
left  us  short  of  extra  funds.  Thus  our  entertainment  was  curtailed.  I  looked 
upon  it  as  a  blessing,  rather  than  a  hindrance,  and  rejoiced. 
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RECOGNITION  OF  TRUTH 

Probably  every  person  who  faces  the  decision  of  whether  or  not  to 
marry  a  nonmember  thinks,  "My  love  and  I  are  different.  I  look  at  him 
and  see  the  potential,  and  I  know  with  us  it  will  be  different." 

I  remember  how  my  mother  pointed  out  to  me  instances  of  people 
who  had  made  the  decision  to  marry  out  of  their  faith  and  how,  in  most 
cases,  the  results  were  disillusioning.  Some  were  divorced;  some  were  living 
out  their  lives  together  in  quiet  desperation.  There  were  many  more 
marriages  of  this  nature  than  those  in  which  the  partner  had  been  con- 
verted and  had  proved  valient  through  the  years.  Statistics  prove  this  point. 

As  young  people  we  are  not  qualified  to  judge  the  potential.  Upon 
what  basis,  except  the  desires  of  our  hearts  and  a  few  outward  indications 
in  the  beloved  whom  we  are  bound  to  see  with  "rose-coloured  glasses," 
can  we  claim  that  our  marriage  will  be  successful?  Without  the  testimony 
that  only  the  Holy  Ghost  can  give  us  of  the  worthiness  of  a  prospective 
mate,  our  opinions  could  be  nothing  more  than  wishful  thinking. 

The  tremendous  odds  one  faces,  then,  are  these:  If  there  is  no  con- 
version or  only  a  partial  one,  the  couple  will  be  pulled  farther  and 
farther  apart,  especially  if  the  member  adheres  to  the  teachings  of  the 
gospel,  for  in  doing  so,  growth  of  the  spirit  is  bound  to  occur  through 
study  and  practice  and  through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Especially 
is  this  true  of  a  person  who  hungers  and  thirsts  after  righteousness  and 
through  growing  comes  to  a  lively  hope  of  eternal  life. 

The  spiritual  contrast  in  the  two  marriage  partners  becomes  frighten- 
ing to  both  parties. 

The  non-member  does  not  bask  in  the  protective  shadow  of  the 
believer  and  doer.  Instead,  the  influences  he  invites  into  his  life  mold  him 
and  if  these  are  unrighteous,  he  is  pulled  in  the  other  direction,  making 
the  gap  between  the  two  practically  irreconcilable. 

The  word  I  would  leave  with  the  young  is  this:  Mark  well  my  ex- 
perience, for  it  is  not  unique.  Right  around  me  are  several  men  and 
women  in  our  ward  whose  marriages,  because  they  married  non-members, 
are  patterned  much  like  ours,  varying  only  in  detail  and  degree.  How  many 
are  there  throughout  the  Church  then? 

We  not  only  ache  at  the  negative  experience  we  must  bear,  but  also 
for  the  loss  of  the  positive  blessings  a  unified  living  of  the  gospel  generates 
in  the  home. 

I  now  face  another  grave  decision.  The  strain  of  the  un-unified  living 
had  its  effect,  and  not  long  ago,  I  suffered  a  heart  attack.  After  a  slow 
recuperative  period,  my  doctor  informed  me  that  I  must  remove  myself 
from  the  emotional  pressure  under  which  I  live  or  recognize  the  possibility 
of  not  living  to  raise  our  three  lovely  children. 

Even  in  consideration  of  this,  my  husband  is  unrepentant. 

If  you  were  in  my  place,  what  would  you  do? 

*The  preceding  is  a  talk  given  in  the  October  issue  of  the  Improvement 
1964  and  is  a  poignantly  told  account  of  a  life  in  and  yet  out  of  the 
church  and  is  written  by  an  anonymous  writer. 
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J    J    S.A.  MISSION  J* 

II   HIGHLIGHTS    | 

J  J         Cumorah's    Message    of    You  ** 

*    #  Elder  Randall  S.  Gibbs,  Section  Editor  *-* 

VEREENIGING 

Branch  Pays  for  Chapel 

Reported  by  Lynette  I.  Roberts 

The  last  two  months  have  been  full  of  activity  in  the  Vereeniging 
Branch.  The  monthly  district  dance  held  in  Vereeniging  on  March  15  was 
well  attended  by  the  district.  The  dance  band  was  excellent  and  we  ended 
the  evening  with  square  dancing.  The  MIA  have  arranged  an  artist's  and 
hobby  evening  for  May  7,  and  we  look  forward  to  what  the  youth  will 
bring  forth. 

The  Primary  is  busy  preparing  for  the  Primary  Evening  and  find  the 
children  very  responsive  and  quick  to  learn.  The  evening  is  sure  to  be  a 
success.  We  congratulate  Barry  de  Wet  on  his  graduation  to  MIA  and 
know  that  he  will  be  a  credit  to  that  auxiliary  as  he  has  been  in  the 
Primary.  We  have  acquired  a  new  teacher  and  secretary  in  Sister  Penelope 
Gilroy  and  Sheila  A.  Wilson  respectively,  and  hope  that  they  will  enjoy 
teaching  the  children  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 

The  Relief  Society  have  been  busy  with  a  number  of  cake  sales  which 
have  been  a  great  success.  Some  of  the  proceeds  were  donated  to  the 
building  fund.  The  Relief  Society  at  this  time  has  a  wonderful  spirit  of 
sisterhood  and  although  we  are  not  well  attended  the  regular  sisters  find 
great  joy  and  love  there.  We  were  happy  to  have  Sister  Austin  from 
Bulawayo  in  our  midst  in  April  but  found  that  her  stay  was  far  too 
short. 

The  Vereeniging  Branch  at  this  time  are  indeed  humble  and  grateful  to 
our  Heavenly  Father,  in  that  we  have  paid  for  our  Chapel  and  look  for- 
ward to  the  dedication  later  this  year.  It  has  been  a  wonderful  experience, 
expecially  for  those  who  have  worked  for  the  chapel  right  from  the 
laying  of  the  foundation.  The  Open  House  held  on  March  27  proved  to  be 
a  successful  evening  and  we  had  three  investigators  present  resulting 
from  the  advertisement  in  the  local  newspaper.  This  seems  to  be  a  good  way 
for  the  public  to  be  more  aware  of  the  Church  and  the  next  open  house  is 
looked  upon  with  great  interest.  We  welcome  Brother  MacLalchan  back 
from  Zambia  and  pray  that  he  may  be  happy  back  in  Vereeniging. 

SPRINGS 

Scouts  Fight  Fire 

Reported  by  Valerie  Keuning 

The  Relief  Society  is  busy  raising  funds,  and  a  film  show  was  held  on 
Friday,  April  5  to  help  this  along.  A  lovely  crowd  attended  and  all  enjoyed 
the  show  entitled  "The  Inn  of  the  Sixth  Happiness". 

MIA  was  in  full  swing  with  the  preparation  for  the  Convention.  And 
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what  a  wonderful  convention  it  turned  out  to  be.  We  in  Springs  really 
loved  every  minute  of  it  and  we  thank  all  those  who  made  it  possible. 
Congratulations  go  to  Brother  Clive  MacMillan  and  Sister  Athole  Jubber 
who  won  the  poster  competitions  —  Brother  Clive  the  Junior  Section  and 
Sister  Athole  the  Senior  Section.  We  also  congratulate  Sister  Claire  Phillips 
who  received  the  rating  of  excellent  in  the  Speech  Competition,.  We  were 
especially  proud  of  Sister  Claire  as  this  was  the  first  time  she  was  able  to 
participate  in  the  MIA  Convention  as  she  has  only  been  a  member  of  the 
MIA  a  short  while. 

The  scouts  had  a  lot  of  excitement  at  MIA  on  Tuesday  April  16.  It 
would  appear  that  a  fire  broke  out  at  the  Martiens  Kotze  Park,  just  oppo- 
site our  Chapel,  and  the  scouts  were  the  heros  of  the  evening,  as  they 
managed  to  extinguish  the  flames  before  the  fire  caused  too  much  damage. 
When  the  fire  brigade  arrived  they  discovered  their  job  was  already  com- 
pleted. 

Our  very  best  wishes  and  congratulations  go  to  Sister  Lynette  Campbell 
and  Brother  Peter  Devantier  who  announced  their  engagement  on  Satur- 
day, April  6.  We  wish  this  young  couple  lots  of  happiness  together  as  they 
plan  their  future. 

Welcome  back  to  the  Adlard  and  Dicks  family  who  have  returned 
from  their  holiday. 

PRETORIA 

Witness  Wedding 

Reported  by  Anna  Muller 

Our  new  Branch  President,  President  Blight  and  his  family  have  arrived 
safely  in  London  and  were  thrilled  by  their  wonderful  experience  in 
going  through  the  London  Temple. 

On  April  12  Lynette  Hagerman  and  Aubrey  Reynecke  were  married  in 
the  Pretoria  Chapel  by  President  Powrie.  The  chapel  and  foyer  were 
beautifully  decorated  with  pink  and  white  flowers.  The  lovely  bride  wore 
an  exquisite  white  lace  dress.  After  the  wedding  ceremony  the  guests  were 
treated  to  a  delicous  buffet  supper  at  the  Pretoria  Country  Club.  To 
Aubrey  and  Lynette  we  extend  our  best  wishes.  May  our  Heavenly  Father 
bless  their  marriage. 

From  Sierra  Leone  comes  the  news  that  Brother  Leslie  Allock  has  been 
transferred  to  Warsaw,  Poland.  They  leave  on  May  11  for  a  holiday  in 
England   before   moving  to  Warsaw. 

Welcome  back  to  Pretoria  Brother  and  Sister  Theunissen. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Organize  Food  Stall 

Reported  by  Lida  van  der  Leek 

Most  of  the  activity  during  the  month  was  centred  around  the  organi- 
zing of  the  food  stall,  at  the  annual  agriculture  show.  The  show  started  on 
April  26  and  lasted  to  May  4.  Many  sisters  suffered  from  nightmares,  in 
which  curry  and  rice,  hot  dogs,  soup,  pies,  and  pounds  and  pounds  of 
boerewors  disturbed  the  otherwise  peaceful  sleep.  The  Branch  President, 
President  Milne,  was  on,  duty  every  night,  and  had  to  cope  with  most  of  the 
ordering  of  stocks,  as  well  as  changing  flat  tyres  at  the  end  of  a  hard  day 
and  night;  but  it  is  agreed  that  the  hard  work  did  indeed  bring  the  mem- 
bers closer  together.  It  thus  proves  that  when  we  are  united  in  a  common 
cause,  it  brings  unity  and  haopiness  to  those  who  are  concerned.  The 
profit  made  in  this  venture  will  go  towards  the  building  fund. 
The  Relief  Society  held  a  "Baby  shower"  for  Sister  Monica  Fly,  at  her 
home  during  the  month.  Many  lovely  articles  were  given  to  her.  With  the 
Free  State  winter  on  the  way  she  very  much  appreciated  the  clothes  given. 

The    MIA    has    been    running   smoothly    during   the   month,    and   the 
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members  are  looking  forward  to  the  "Beep  Bo"  dance  which  is  scheduled 
for  the  first  week  in  May. 

The  Branch  would  like  to  extend  their  congratulations  to  Brother 
John  Spear,  on  his  coming  wedding  to  Barinda  and  hope  that  they  will  be 
happy  in  the  years  to  come,  and  that  they  may  have  the  opportunity  to  go 
to  the  temple  in  the  near  future. 

SALISBURY 

Saints  Witness  Baptism 

Reported  by  Jean  Bean 

On  Fast  Saturday  a  crowd  of  Salisbury  saints  gathered  to  witness 
Brother  Alf  Wainwright  baptise  his  son  Peter  and  to  welcome  him  into 
the  Branch  as  a  member. 

The  first  two  weeks  of  the  month  Salisbury  members  were  busy  pre- 
paring and  practising  volley  ball  in  readiness  for  the  MIA  Convention 
being  held  in  Johannesburg.  There  were  20  members  who  travelled  down 
from  Salisbury  Branch,  who  thoroughly  enjoyed  and  greatly  benefitted  from 
the  rich  spiritual  atmosphere,  the  wonderful  and  inspiring  lectures,  and  the 
soul-stirring  testimonies  borne  by  the  youth  there.  In  Salisbury  the  saints 
had  an  enjoyable  Easter  Service  when  both  Junior  and  Senior  Sunday 
School  met  jointly. 

The  Scouts  have  all  gone  camping  under  the  able  leadership  of 
Brother  Jack  Stevens,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  month  the  older  youth 
will  be  travelling  down,  to  camp  on  the  Chimanimani  Mountains  in  the 
Melsetter  district. 

Salisbury  saints  are  sorry  to  have  to  say  farewell  to  the  Horton 
family  who  are  returning  to  Canada. 

During  the  month  there  were  several  Primary  awards  made.  The 
recipients  were  Sisters  Janine  Thwaits,  Michele  Frost,  Linda  Stevens,  and 
Pilar  Walker. 

BULAWAYO 

Welcomes  Back  Visitors 

Reported  by  Dawn  Owen 

The  highlight  of  this  month  was  the  attendance  of  14  Bulawayo 
members  at  Conference  in  Johannesburg.  At  the  Sacrament  meeting  on 
our  return,  we  were  asked  to  give  a  talk  on  "What  Convention  meant  to 
me."  One  and  all  agreed  it  was  a  very  stirring  experience,  never  to  be  for- 
gotten. Stirring  testimonies  here  expressed  a  very  good  attendance,  both 
members  and  visitors.  One  and  all  agreed  next  year's  Convention  to  be 
their  goal.  May  we  thank  our  many  hosts  who  opened  their  hearts  and 
homes  to  us.  It  truly  was  "home  from  home".  May  we  also  thank  the  saints 
who  did  the  cooking  for  so  many  hungry  saints  from  all  over  Africa.  May 
the  Lord  shower  these  many  good  and  willing  people  with  blessings  in 
abundance. 

With  pride  and  love  in  our  hearts  we  wish  to  congratulate  Sister 
Felicity  Austin  on  winning  an  "excellent"  in  the  Speech  Competition,  and 
also  for  the  stirring  talk  at  the  close  of  MIA  Convention.  She  may  be  small 
in  stature,  but  her  aims  in  life  are  high  indeed.  May  we  thank  Brother 
Ken  Armstrong  for  his  lesson  on,  "The  Mechanics  of  Happiness".  May  we 
assure  him  we  will  put  into  practice  what  he  preached  and  that  his  song 
"The  more  we  are  together"  is  going  to  be  made  use  of  many  times. 

Our  cake  sale  once  again  brought  in  £19. 

We  welcome  back  for  a  long  stay,  we  hope,  our  beloved  sister 
Johanna  Fourie  from  Mowbray.  To  see  her  again  is  like  experiencing 
welcome  rain  after  a  long  hot  summer.  She  is  loved  by  old  and  young  and 
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her  yearly  visit  is  an  inspiration  and  gift  to  our  branch.  We  pray  for  the 
Lord's  blessing  upon  her  and  many,  many  more  happy  years  in  His  service. 

Many  visitors  were  welcomed  this  month,  Brother  and  Sister  Bragg 
and  children  from  Salisbury,  Sister  Nolte  from  Gwelo,  Sister  Budd  from 
Gwelo,  whose  daughter  Susan  had  an  operation  in  Bulawayo  Hospital, 
Sister  Borchard  from  Gwelo,  and  Howard  Kingsley  from  Vereeniging. 

It  was  with  regret,  when  we  found  upon  our  return,  that  Elder  Tate 
had  departed  from  Bulawayo  for  Johannesburg.  His  loss  is  really  felt,  as 
he  was  extremely  active   in  MIA.   His   dedication  was   an   inspiration  to 
many,  both  members  and  many  young  visitors  who  will  miss  him. 
DURBAN 

Wins  1st  Basketball  Game 

Reported  by  Eleanor  Wiblin 

With  the  Easter  weekend  half  a  month  past,  the  Durban  saints  are 
still  singing  the  praises  of  the  Convention  1968.  All  the  superlatives  in  the 
dictionary,  have  been  used  to  describe  this  well-organised  time  spent  in 
the  Transvaal.  Durban  says  a  sincere  "Thank  You"  for  such  an  enjoyable 
and  spiritually  uplifting  weekend. 

We  are  very  proud  to  announce  that  the  Mormons  Basketball  team 
"The  M  Men"  won  their  first  game  of  the  season,  when  they  beat  "Uni- 
versity A"  on  March  24.  The  final  score  was  43-32.  To  our  delight  this 
success  was  published  on  the  sports  page  of  our  local  newspaper. 

There  was  much  excitement  at  Louis  Botha  airport  on  Sunday  27th 
when  a  group  of  members  saw  Sister  Nadine  Cockburn  off,  on  her  trip 
to  the  temple  in  London.  We  also  said  a  farewell  to  a  well-loved  family  of 
Durban.  Tony  and  Jean  Freeman  and  their  two  children  are  off  to  Canada 
to  join  so  many  of  our  South  African  saints. 

Brother  Leland  Doller  was  released  as  the  MIA  Superintendent,  but 
MIA's  loss  is  the  Branch's  gain  as  he  has  been  sustained  as  1st  Counsellor 
in  the  Branch  Presidency. 
PIETERMARITZBURG 

Share  Gospel  Evening  is  Successful 

Reported  by  Connie  de  Bruin 

April  was  a  very  quiet  month  in  Sleepy  Hollow  with  members  away 
during  the  school  holidays. 

This  month's  "Open  House"  was  very  disappointing  with  only  about 
three  non-members  in  attendance.  It  is  heart-breaking  when  friends  find 
something  else  to  do  at  the  last  minute.  If  only  they  would  realize  what  a 
wonderful  gem  is  waiting  for  them,  if  they  would  only  put  forth  an 
effort  to  find  it. 

The  "Share  the  Gospel"  evening  was  very  well  done  with  two  Elders 
talking  in  English  (Elder  Rock  and  Hunter)  and  two  in  Afrikaans,  (Elder 
Joubert  and  Cates).  The  members  were  very  impressed  to  hear  Elder  Cates 
expounding  for  15  minutes  in  fluent  Afrikaans. 

One  wonderful  experience  for  the  Maritzburg  members  was  a  visit 
from  President  and  Sister  Wright.  The  visit  was  to  explain  the  church's 
new  autobiography  programme  and  President  Wright  surely  inspired  the 
members  with  his  great  love  of  the  subject. 

EAST  LONDON 

Enjoys  Convention 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 

In  contrast  with  the  busy  month  of  March,  April  has  been  very  quiet 

especially  for  those  saints  who  did  not  travel  to  Johannesburg  to  attend 

Convention  or   spend   the   Easter  weekend   visiting   friends   and   relatives. 

However,  those  who  attend  MIA  last  week  heard  all  the  news  of  Conven- 
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tian  from  their  friends  who  had  been  there  and  from  the  sounds  of  it, 
Convention  was  "Fabulous!"  We  congratulate  our  nearby  fellow  members, 
the  Port  Elizabeth  Branch  ladies  team,  who  won  the  volleyball.  Well  done! 
Sister  Puffett  and  Corrigan  also  came  back  with  all  the  Relief  Society 
news  and  this  we  heard  at  an  officers  and  teachers  meeting  and  it  has  been 
agreed  that  this  year  we  sisters  are  going  to  try  and  improve  Relief 
Society  and  implement  all  the  thoughts  gained  from  Convention. 

MOWBRAY 

Holds  Scout  Programme 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

The  first  treat  enjoyed  by  members  this  month  was  the  Scouts'  Pro- 
gramme, which  was  presented  in,  the  Chapel  on  the  evening  of  April  7.  To 
some  of  us,  the  procedure  was  entirely  new  as  scouting  is  a  new  activity 
for  the  Branch.  To  others,  it  brought  back  memories  of  days  and  evenings 
spent  scouting.  Each  scout  spoke  his  piece  with  feeling  and  sincerity.  It  was 
a  moving  moment,  when  all  scouts,  both  past  and  present,  renewed  their 
"Scouts   Promise". 

The  usual  exodus  took  place  a  few  days  before  Easter,  when  many 
members  of  the  Branch  set  forth  to  attend  Convention  in  Johannesburg. 
Those  who  were  left  behind  enjoyed  the  special  Easter  Service  which  was 
put  on  by  the  Sunday  School  on  April  14.  There  were  talks  and  poems 
presented  by  every  class.  The  spirit  of  Easter  and  the  blessing  of  the 
resurrection  was  felt  by  everybody  there.  The  Easter  Evening  Service  was 
also  a  very  beautiful  one. 

The  members  express  their  deepest  sympathy  to  the  family  of  Sister 
Hildegard  Ni.now,  who  died  early  in  April.  Sympathy  and  love  are  also 
extended  to  Brother  Gavin  Fullard  and  his  family  on  the  loss  of  a  beloved 
father.  May  these  families  be  comforted  in  their  grief. 

The  Relief  Society  had  a  demonstration  of  making  marzipan  fruits  on 
April  11,  when  Mrs.  Margie  Stevens  showed  how  this  art  is  performed.  It 
looked  very  simple  as  she  shaped  pears,  apples,  etc.,  but  novices  don't  find 
it  quite  so  easy  when  they  try  it  for  themselves!  Margie  also  showed  the 
sisters  how  to  make  their  own  Easter  eggs.  Hers  were  most  artistic. 

It  is  fine  to  meet  up  with  Sister  Pam  Cerff,  who  has  just  recently 
returned  from  her  Mission.  Pam  served  her  entire  time  in  the  British  Isles, 
and  has  many  stories  to  tell  of  her  experiences.  Welcome  home! 

Little  Caronne  Harford's  "Aunt  Lynne"  was  born  this  month.  Con- 
gratulations to  Brother  Ernest  and  Sister  Veronica  Dallender  on  the  birth 
of  this  dear  little  daughter. 

FROM  OUR  FILES 

BLESSINGS 

CARLETONVILLE  1968. 
KRAUSS,    Marie    Magdaleen    blessed    March                                       PRETORIA 

3.    1968.  JANSEN  VAN   VUUREN,   Lukas   Martienus 

WATSON,       Bernardette       Francis       blessed  blessed  April  7.    1968. 
February  4.    1968.                                                                                       SALISBURY 

PORT   ELIZABETH  VALLERY,      Marianne     blessed     March      3, 

ROBBS,   Derrich   Bruce  blessed   February   25,  1968. 

BAPTISMS 

CARLETONVILLE  PORT   ELIZABETH 

WATSON,     Cynthia    baptized     February     19,        KYLE,    Sandra    Jean    baptized    February    4. 
1968.  1968. 

SALISBURY 
WAINWRIGHT,     Peter     baptized     April     6. 
1968. 
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ORDINATIONS 


RAMAH   I 
CHARLES,      Joseph      Mancer      ordained 
Teacher  on  April  7,  1968. 


MARRIAGES 

EAST  LONDON  PRETORIA 

JUBBER,       Lynette       Rosalie      married  to        HAGERMAN,  Lynette    Patricia    married    to 

BARROW,  Kenneth  Neville  on  March  30,             REYNEKE,  Aubrey    Ferdinand    on    April 

1968.  12,    1968. 

MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

ARRIVALS 

ELDER   RICHARD   ANDREW  JOHN  LEWIS,   arrived   May   7.    1968.   from   Gloucestershire, 

England. and  assigned  to  labour  in  Benoni. 
ELDER    PHILLIP    RENDELL    BURNHAM,    arrived    May.     15,     1968,     from    Santa    Clara, 

California,  and  assigned  to  labour  in  Vereeniging. 
ELDER  LYNN   "G"   LARSEN,   arrived  May   15,    1968,   from  Smithfield,   Utah,   and  assigned 

to  labour  in  Brakpan. 
ELDER   HAROLD   LEE   COATES,   arrived   May    15,    1968,    from   Salt   Lake  City.    Utah,   and 

assigned  to  labour  in  Johannesburg. 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER   MICHAEL   THOMAS   CATES,   transferred   from   Krugersdorp   to  the  Mission   Home 

as  Assistant  to  the  Mission  President  on  April  15,  1968. 
ELDER   RANDALL   S.  GIBBS,   transferred   from   Benoni   to  the  Mission  Home   as   Associate 

Editor  for  the  CSM,  April  2,  1968. 
ELDER  THOMAS  MICHAEL  LEWIS,   transferred   from   Johannesburg  to  the  Mission  Home 

as  Assistant  Mission  Secretary,  April  15,  1968. 
ELDER   GORDON    FRANK    CARTER,    transferred    from   Bulawayo   to   Johannesburg   as   the 

Central  Rand  District  Leader,  on  May  16,  1968. 
ELDER    RAND    LEWIS   MAYNARD,    transferred    from   Mission    Home   to   Johannesburg   on 

April   15.   1968. 
ELDER   MICHAEL  JOHN  TATE,   transferred   from  Bulawayo  to   Benoni   on   April   15.    1968. 
ELDER    DENNIS    MARVIN    STUTZNEGGER,    transferred    from    Vereeniging    to    Kempton 

Park  on  May  14,  1968. 
ELDER  ROSS  NEILSON,  transferred   from  Benoni  to   Kempton  Park  on  May   14,   1968. 
ELDER   HOWARD   WENDERL   CHENEY,   transferred   from   Mission  Home   to   Krugersdorp 

as  District  Leader  of  the  West  Rand  on  April  15,  1968. 
ELDER  DAVID  FOSTER  ISHOY,  transferred  from  Carletonville  to  KJerksdorp  on  April   16, 

1968. 
ELDER  RULON  D.  THOMSON,  transferred  from  Cape  Town  to  Pretoria  on  April  21.  1968. 
ELDER   GARY   SHAN   SMITH,   transferred    from   Salisbury   to   Pretoria,   June    15.    1968. 
ELDER    CELDER    BRUCE    COLLET,    transferred    from    Mission    Home    to    Pietersburg    on 

March    30,    1968. 
ELDER    KENNETH    E.    PATTERSON,    transferred    from    Kimberley    to    Bloemfontein    as 

District  Leader  of  the  Free  State  on  April  27,  1968. 
ELDER    BERNARD    R.    EASTERBROOK,    transferred    from    Bloemfontein    to   Kimberley   on 

Aoril  27.  1968. 
ELDER    GARY   JAMES    LARSON,    transferred    from   Cape   Town    to   Welkom   on   April   26, 

1968. 
ELDER   C.    ERIC    JOHNSON,   transferred    from   Pretoria   to   Cape   Town   as    District   Leader 

of  Cape  Town  on  April  27.  1968. 
ELDER   WILFRED   E.   TOONE,   transferred   from  Welkom   to  Rhodesia   on  May   1,    1968. 
ELDER   RANDY   C.   OVIATT,  transferred   from   Carletonville  to   Bulawayo   on   May  2     1968. 
ELDER   ROBERT  Q.    SHUPE  JR.,   transferred   from   East  London   to   Bulawayo  on  May   14, 

1968. 
ELDER   WILFORD   W.   CROCKETT,   transferred   from  Johannesburg  to   Bulawayo  on  April 

10,    1968. 
ELDER   BRENT   CURTIS  JONES,  transferred   from  Pretoria   to  Salisbury  on  May   19.    1968. 
ELDER   KEITH  L.   WATSON,   transferred   from  Johannesburg  to  Salisbury  on  May  2    1968 
ELDER    DWAYNE   LEROY   DAVIS,   transferred    from    KJerksdorp    to   Salisbury   on   May   2. 

1968. 

(Continued  on  page  140) 
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ELDER  MIICHAEL  T.   ELDER  RANDALL  S.     ELDER   DONALD   S.  ELDER   C.  ERIC 

CATES  GIBBS  GARDINER  JOHNSON 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah       Salt  Lake  City,  Utah       Salt  Lake  City,  Utah     Taber,   Alberta,   Canada 


APPOINTMENTS 

For  details  see  page  112  of 
April    1968    issue. 


ELDER    WILLIAM    B. 

PARSONS   III 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


ELDER   THOMAS   M. 

LEWIS 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


S 

I 
t 
\ 


APPOINTMENT 


ELDER  WILFRED  E.  TOONE,  appointed 
District  Leader  of  Rhodesia  on  May  14. 
1968.  Elder  Toone  has  laboured  in  Pieter- 
maritzburg.    Pretoria,    Welkom,    Bulawayo. 


ELDER    WILFRED    E. 
TOONE 

Claresholm,  Alberta, 
Canada 
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